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They should rejoice at the arrests as if nothing unexpected had
happened or, rather, that only the expected had happened. They
should be happy to think that we would now soon arrive at the
destination.
Whoever loses his self-control takes to violence or goes on a
strike, will only disgrace me and cause me pain, will be a traitor
to the motherland. If such a man claims to be a n on-co-operator,
he would be violating his own pledge.
The way in which the country remained peaceful on the arrest
of the Ali Brothers was, in my view, simply grand. I see our
victory in that. I hope for a similar or even a better demonstration
of peace on iny arrest. We have to win, and so live by dying
and not by killing*
I wish and hope that my arrest will have only one result,
namely, that men and women will then understand what even now
I find it difficult to explain to them, discard all sluggishness and
hesitation about it and act upon it and so win swaraj. If we still
have any weakness for foreign cloth left in us, I wish that it should
disappear. At present people consign to the fire only a small part
of their stock of foreign cloth; on my arrest they should immedi-
ately make a bonfire of all foreign cloth in their homes, no matter
how large the stock. Really speaking, this should have been done
on the arrest of the Ali Brothers. Following their arrest swadeshi
activity has considerably increased among people, but not enough.
I hope that, on my arrest, every man, woman and child who
has not yet started plying the spinning-wheel will immediately do
so. I do hope that they will learn to have regard for Antyajas,
will mix with them and share their sufferings.
I also hope that the Antyajas will reform themselves, desist from
drinking and give up other addictions, abandon meat-eating, observe
cleanliness and earn an honest living by spinning and weaving.
Everyone should remain peaceful and see that others also do so.
Hindus should be ready to lay down their lives for the sake
of Muslims and Muslims for Hindus.   They should honour one
another's religion; accordingly,Hindus should think that the defence
of the Khilafat is their religious duty, so much so that, if necessary,
they should be ready for delay in swaraj for its sake.    Muslims can
have no interest in swaraj if the Khilafat issue is not settled.
Nobody should think that it would be all darkness after Gandhi.
It is not right to think in that way; on the contrary, it is a sign
of weakness. If we are fit for swaraj, no leader should be con-
adored indispensable. Everybody should have the capacity to
and protect the interests of the motherland.